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White House Defends Legality 
Of NSC Contact With Contras 

By Joanne Omang 

Wwiiington Post Stjfí Writer 

U White Hous « yesterday defended the leealitv of 
broad contacts between a member of the NationaJ Se- 
cunty Council staíf and rebels fighting the Nicaraauan 

sSed “ C ° ngress t0 make sure that the law is re- 

T r6n ! former a[o vernment and rehel 
C ? f ^ lr ? te<l that a Manne nff t cer on the MiV 

Se veart ’ ™ ln Central Amg rica over the i ast 

has traveled frequently iirtñe region and 

hSSfn r f >cal . po . m . t ,n the last yew for communication 

ínS knoífn admmi3traíl0n ^ the counterrevolution- 
ari«, frnown as contras, who are battling the leftist 

forrS St Ü 8 ° Ven, í nent ° f He is considered a 

S Ä r 3 ha í er U S - stance a « ainst a Per- 

Tk d kP ea 5 of Soviet Infl uence in the region. 
f:.~ L N i eW y ° rk Times reported yesterdav that the of- 
^FIad exerdse d Uct.cal iniluenr J 

gy o^erations, airected p rospective finanmTa ?^ 

Í SSglÍllP “ lse '^ 11 SF 

J imes sai f that .. h e assumed more snr h duties 
wkiT rne Central Inteiliaence Aaenry 

_year in accordance with legisla H™ 
passed t hen and that he was virt u- 
ally runmng the contr a program 
At the request of White House 
spokesman Larry Speakes, The 
Times and The Washington Post 
have withheld the officer's name. 
opeakes said last night that the of- 
, íicer and administration officials 
were concerned about his safety 
R ep. George E, Brow n J r . (l>. 

U kU a meinber Ot trie Per rmnnnr 

Sel eaCommihee on lnTñ lTiS^ 
said ui an imerview fhat jjg ■«. 
cerned tnat the omcer’s acn vitioc 
ffla y_have violated the ngw 
ÜQS hjfflung direct and indTrS-tt T? 

M gjjjuiras by anv ,nti.lTT^7 Z 
arm Oi the 

lít appeara on ttm gmrface that 
the NSC i» attempd ng to circunn. 
llMt Jjjelaw. ga ~ 

“The intent of Congress was 
cLear chat ali dir eci invoivemeñ! 
wjth ihe contras wa S to be cut n?? 
^alljii telligence-related 
Íojjjrough the NSl': fhe guestinlTT; 
whethe r~lt J s conääeited an inN.HE 
gence activity. — 


Tm gomg to ask f or verv 
scrutiny by teelUgence 

-ÍttÍ an A a [here is any evi dence. T 
will ask for hearings,” BrowrT^ia 

mÍT 3 * 3 " . waa questioned about 
NbL activity as he signed into law 
tne foreign aid authoráation bill f° r 

ye f*’ which provides 
»27 million in “nonlethal’ aid to the 
contras. 

“We’re not vioiating any laws,” 
Keagan said, In a statement later, 
the president said he wouid “con- 
^ noetow<>rk w‘h Congress to car- 
Z°t he p J rogram as effectively as 

be fa»thft3"y ei^iSd? ** ^ ' 3W 

Administration officiais did npt 
deny reports about the substance 'of 
the officer’s activities bnt bridled at 
the suggestion that he runs the con- 
tras. One calied the charges “a 
witch hunt” and asserted, “The op- 
eratjon is not being run out of the 

Speakes said, “Contacts have 
been made from time to time [with 
the contrasj for the purpose of re- 
ceiving information.” He added, “No 
member of the NSC staff has at any 
time acted in violation of either the 
spirit or the ietter” of the law. 

The officer declined to be inter- 
viewed. 

Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Chairman Richard G. Lugar 
(R-Ind.) said the NSC was “carryíng 
out the president’s policy .... I 
knew essentially what the admin- 
istration was doing, and I approved 
[of] it.” 

Ed gar Chamorro, a former direr- 
tor ot tne la rgest rebei fo?Fe~FK g 
Nicaragua n Democratic Force 
(FDNj, said ln an interview th at the 
oriicer went to HJN head<?üä? I??r 
in Honduras in Mav 1984. lnat Lx: 



• • • • We were toid it was very im- 
portant that he waa there to tell us 
we wouid not be abandoned. ” 

Chamorro said the officer and a 
CIA agent had assured the rebels" 
tnat “the planning of the operations' 
rm U H continue ve rv closo to the 


fore Congr ess voted to end direct 
U.S. aid to tne rebels. fn roaa^i rf 
them ox contlnued Keagan adm in~. 

istration backing. 

They were very sensitive to u s 
saymg we knew thev would abari~ 
don us sooner or later." Chamorr ñ 
said. "When the ClA withdrew. he 


was the person that was léft over a s ' 
the mam overseer, like a frañsüioh 


BosCo Matamoros, FDN’s 
spokesman here, said the group had 
contacted the officer with detaiis of 
its March 3 unity prociamation in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, and had fre- 
quently taiked with him and other 
admimstration officials about var- 
ious subjects. 

‘Tt’s ridicuipus to say anyone in 
Washington conducts our military 
operations,” Matámoros said. “Our 
tactics are decided by our field com- 
manders.” . 

Se lecj; Inteliige nca Com- 

aware of anvsÉniawfiii- 

the otficer . TT — ' — r — - 

He said the officer had apparentiy 
moved from pröviding facts and im- 
piementing polícy fo “letting his 
feelmgs influence where he’s going 
t0 P ut his time and effort in produc- 
tion of facts and implementation of 
policy.” 

The officer and a fellow NSC 
staff member had briefed commít- 
fee members on Nicaragua, and the 
onicer backed up national security 
affairs adviser Robert C. McFarlane 
m lobbying on Capitoi Hiíl to pus h a 
contra aid bill through the Senate 
iast spring, Durenberger said. He 
called the officer “McFarlane’s 
boy. 

Retired Army major generai John 
K. Singiaub, who coordinates a 
large number of private efforts to 
aid the contras, toid Associated 
Press in June 1984 that the offtcer 
had advised him on fund-raising for 
the rebeis. 

Singlaub said he now tells the 
officer, “ ‘This is what I’m going to 
do. If tt s a dumb idea, send me a 
signai,’ ” and added that he had nev- 
er recefved such a signaí 
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